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Dues are Due 

July 1, 2020 is the due date for payment of dues for the 
upcoming year.  This has not changed for the 2020-21 club 
year.  However, COVID-19 has disrupted our club’s normal 
operations.  Therefore, the Board has decided that this year’s 
dues will extend your membership through December 31, 
2021.  Please be aware that your dues must be paid in order for 
you to participate in group events such as field trips, 
workshops, critiques and competitions.  Members whose dues 
have not been received by September 1, 2020 will no longer be 
able to participate in these events and risk being removed as an 
active member. 

Club Update 
We need your help!  The challenge in running any club is to 
continue to grow and produce content that keeps the 
membership engaged.  This has been particularly difficult 
under the current circumstance.  We have done our best to 
continue to provide opportunities through Zoom meetings, 
webinars, workshops and field trips. In order to continue those 
offerings as well as continuing competitions, critiques and 
guest speakers we need volunteers to step up and take on the 
open committee positions.  If you feel that you don’t have the 
time or experience to become a committee chair consider 
volunteering to help out on a single event, such as a 
competition, or field trip etc. You can also give input on 
content you would like to see added to the club by submitting 
something to the In Focus sections of the newsletter.  If we 
cannot get volunteers for the Board and Committees the club 
will not survive.  If you are interested in helping please contact 
me Al Heacox aeheacox@yahoo.com 

Watch The Flash, The Viewfinder and the PCoB 
website for details on all upcoming events. 
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THE VIEW FINDER 
PCoB Monthly Newsletter

Upcoming 2020 Events
Sep. 14: New Club Year Kick off - 
Gosforth Review

Sep. 17: Gettle Webinar: “The Art of 
Visual language.”

Oct. 1: Hunting Island Field Trip

Oct. 12: Digital Competition (open) 
Submitted images -See note p.2.
Submissions due Oct. 1

Oct. 16-18:  Robert Rommel Workshop
“Wildlife Photography”

Oct. 20: St. Phillips Island Field Trip

Nov. 9: Critique (the theme is “WET”)

Dec. 14:  Holiday Party

Deadlines!!!
Entries for the Fall digital 
competition are due before midnight 
Wednesday October 1st. This is a 
change in schedule
Rommel Workshop fee due Sep. 15

Entries for  “Wet” are due before 
midnight November 4th.

Contribute to the Monthly
Newsletter
For member contributions to “The 
View Finder”, please email your 
input, ideas and articles to  
 Al Heacox 
aeheacox@yahoo.com 
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“The View Finder” this month
includes:
Page 1 – PCoB Events and Editorial 
Message
Page 2 – Club Feedback, Facebook 
Challenge, & Workshops
Page 3 – e-Book, President’s 
Commentary, Zoom Meetings
Page 4 - Aug. Photographer’s 
Profile, IN FOCUS, Hunting island 
Book
Page 5 -Competitions and Critiques, 
Gettle Webinar
Page 6 &7 - Robert Rommel, 
Workshop 
Page 8 - Member’s Spotlight, Field 
Trips
Page 9 - Other Club News

The Mission of the Club is to provide a 
range of activities for members that inspire 
and enable them to actively interact and 
share their interests and expertise, 
providing all skill levels the opportunity for 
creativity, expression, and the expansion 
and advancement of their knowledge, 
techniques and skills. This mission will be 
accomplished primarily through education, 
mentorship, competition and exhibitions. 
The Club will promote photography within 
the Beaufort community. 

August Feedback
We would like to thank Kate Silvia for presenting on 
Long Exposures during our August meeting.  Be sure 
to visit Kate’s website and consider taking one of her 
workshops. 
www.katesliviaphotography.com 

Please Note: There seems to be some confusion 
regarding the allowable time frame for shooting 
photos entered in critiques and competitions.  Photos 
for our open competitions and Bi-Club must be taken 
within two years of the competition date. Photos 
entered into the Fall and Spring critiques as well as the 
for the 2020-21 Gosforth competition must be taken 
after June 1, 2020. 

September Facebook Challenge 
In September let’s think local.  The topic of this 
month’s “The Best of Beaufort”.  Take photos 
anywhere in Beaufort county and post them to the 
thread with this title on the PCoB Facebook page.  
This doesn’t have to be a perfect shot.  The idea is to 
get you out and take photos. 
A winner will be drawn be drawn from all entries and 
the prize will be a free copy of the PCoB e-book “The 
Photographer’s Guide to Beaufort”. 

Workshops 
Robert Rommel will be offering a “Wildlife Photography” workshop from October 16-18, 2020. It will be 
limited to 8 participants at a cost of $225/ per person, which will include lunch both days. It is 
recommended that you have at  minimum a 300 mm lens for a crop sensor, or a 400 mm lens for a 
full frame camera (zoom or fixed) to get maximum benefit from the workshop.  Registration begins on 
August 1, 2020 on a first come first serve basis based in the  order we receive your check. You may 
cancel, with a full refund until September 15, 2020.  There will be no refunds after that date. If the 
workshop is cancelled, for any reason, a full refund will be given (an alternated date may be substituted).  
Checks should be made out to The Photography Club of Beaufort and addressed to the club at PO Box 
4835, Beaufort, SC 29903.  Please include PCoB fall Workshop in the memo section of your check. (More 
details found on pages 6&7.)
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eBook	
Our PCoB members have updated The Photographer’s Guide to Beaufort and published it as an e-book 
describing the best places to photograph in Beaufort and the surrounding area.  This e-edition includes photos 
that illustrate the sites, precise GPS locations, links to websites, directions, accessibility, parking and when to 
shoot for the best photo opportunity.  More information can be found on the PCoB website where the e-book is 
available for purchase as a downloadable PDF for $14.99. 

PCoB President Commentary 

Your Best Camera - Al Heacox 

As photographers we tend to be equipment junkies.  Down deep we 
know that our toys don’t make us better at our art and there is no one perfect camera or lens.  
However, we never want to miss that once in a lifetime shot because we didn’t have the right 
stuff.   So what is your best camera?  The answer is simple; the one you have with you.  None of 
us carry all of our equipment all of the time but we still come upon interesting, unusual or 
thought-provoking situations every day.   We can’t capture those moments if we don’t have a 
camera.  Technology has provided the answer with better and smaller cameras.  Almost all of us 
carry a smart phone.  Most of these phones have a pretty good camera some will record video and 
even allow in camera HDR.  Learn to use it and you will be ready to capture the moment.  If you 
don’t have a smart phone think about joining the 21st century and buy one or simply buy a small 
point and shoot.  I have carried a point and shoot in the console of my car for the last ten years 
and there have been many occasions when I have put it to good use.  These cameras are 
lightweight, good quality and inexpensive.  Our equipment should enhance our experience, not be 
a burden.  So, let’s take advantage of today’s technology, use it to expand photographic horizons 
and allow more creativity.  Enjoy the coming cooler weather, get out and keep shooting. 
  

PCoB - Zoom Meetings 
Our Zoom meetings have not been without glitches.  Some were my fault, some belong to Zoom 
and still others are unknown.  We are on a learning curve so please bear with us and it will 
improve. 
Please download the Zoom app to your computer so that you can participate. It is free and you do not need a 
Zoom account.  If you sign into a meeting early you will be placed in a “waiting room” and admitted to the 
meeting close to the start time.  Please leave your microphone muted and your camera off.  I have asked the 
presenters to provide periodic breaks when you may ask questions.  On the lower right hand side of your screen 
there is a icon which will allow you to raise your hand.  Wait to be acknowledge and ask your question.  When 
you have asked your question please mute you microphone to avoid excessive background noise. 

For member contributions and articles contact Al Heacox at aeheacox@yahoo.com 3

mailto:aeheacox@yahoo.com


PCoB Newsletter September 1, 2020 

 

IN FOCUS - Members Corner 
The “IN FOCUS”,  section in the Newsletter for our members’ input. This section provides the opportunity 
in our monthly Newsletter for input from yourselves, the readers and members to share amongst other 
PCoB members! This could include technical, technique, locations, events (past or upcoming), training, 
educational sites, new “apps”, pretty much any or everything you may wish to share.

Hunting Island Coffee Table Book 
Submit your work to help the Friends of Hunting Island capture and commemorate the beauty of the 
various ecologies, wildlife, landscapes, and seascapes of Hunting Island State Park. 
Work is underway to produce a full-color, photograph-filled book about Hunting Island. Several publishers 
have expressed an interest in the book. All proceeds will benefit Friends of Hunting Island and will be 
used to support the group’s work at the park. Please look through photos you have already taken of the 
island and also consider taking new ones. All photos must have been taken at Hunting Island.
Accepted submissions will receive a complimentary copy of the book, photo credit within the text, and 
contact information at the end of the book.  Submissions should be in jpg format and 300 DPI resolution 
(at least 3mb). If sending more than one or two photos, please use wetransfer.com. Deadline is 
December 31, 2020.  
To  submit photos, express interest in working on this project or to receive more information 
about it, please contact Carol Corbin, VP, Friends of Hunting Island, carolcorbin@yahoo.com.  Or 
call her at 770-265-7630.
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Photographer Profile -Douglas Kirkland 

Douglas Kirkland has been taking pictures for over 50 years and is an acclaimed photographer, 
photojournalist and film industry legend. He has built an archive of more than a million images—a 
body of work that grows larger every day.  He worked for Life Magazine in the ’60 and has worked on 
every continent.  His assignments ranged from portraits to advertising to astronomy. He is probably best 
known for his portraits of celebrities including Marilyn Monroe, Stephen Hawking and Michael 
Jackson.  His exhibition of Freeze Frame is now in the permanent collection of Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences in Beverly Hills. He has won numerous awards and is one of the most 
influential photographers in America today.  To view his images go to www.douglaskirkland.com
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Competitions and Critiques 

September 14th ZOOM Meeting: Gosforth Critique: "Dereliction" 
We have tried to keep this portion of this month's program within an hour. To accomplish this, we had 
impartial members of CNPA Upstate chapter critique the 30 entries from our club members and select the 
top 15.  All entries will be projected and the comments read so club members can learn what was liked 
and disliked about each image.  Their top 15 choices will be projected again and sent to Gosforth for their 
critique and awards.   
The club also received the top 15 images of "Dereliction"  from the  Gosforth Camera Club, our sister 
club in the UK. Due to time constraints, these have been critiqued by a panel of  7 of our club members. 
The images will be shown and a thorough critique of each image will be read. The award winners will be 
noted.  Ribbons will be sent to Gosforth.   

October 12, 2020 PCoB 2020 Fall Digital Competition
As usual the theme for the Fall digital competition will be “OPEN”.  This is a digital competition so images 
will be projected.  We are planning on 3 judges to participate in this program  "live" who will score and 
comment on the images, similar to when they are with us in a club meeting. You will be able to hear all 
the judges comments as well as see the images submitted.  4 skill levels: Novice, Intermediate, 
Advanced, Expert.  Submissions due by October 1st.  No exceptions.  Entries should be labeled as 
follow: Image Title by Photographer’s Name - SKILL LEVEL (e.g: Sunrise by John Smith - EXPERT).  
Images must be sized with 1920 pixels on the long edge and sent at 72 dpi to 
pcobcomp20@gmail.com. Include the words Fall 2020 competition in the subject line of your e-mail.

PCoB Fall Critique “Wet” November 9, 2020
Wet (Defined for PCoB Critique) – The subject should be in, covered, soaked, drenched, sprayed or 
moistened with water or other liquid (rain, sweat, tears, ink, paint etc.).  The subject should not be water 
or the alternative liquid itself.
Entries should be sized at 1920 pixels on the long edge and sent at 72 dpi to pcobcrit20@gmail.com.  
Images may be sent beginning on October 15, 2020 but no later than midnight November 4, 2020.  
Please put the words Fall 2020 Critique in the subject line of your email.

Steve Gettle Webinar- Sept 17th -7:00 PM 
Over the course of his 30-year career, Steve Gettle has spent countless  
hours creating hundreds of thousands of photographs capturing natures  
beauty around us. Steve’s images communicate his love for the wildlife and 
the wild places of our world. To learn more about Steve click below 
https://stevegettle.com/about 

“The Art of Visual Language” - One of the greatest things about photography is 
its ability to communicate something to the viewer. Your images are immensely powerful tools which can 
reach out and touch people, crossing all language and age barriers. Every color, line and shape you choose 
to include in your final image has an emotional effect on the viewer. During this presentation, Steve will 
talk about how all these different elements within your image can more effectively communicate your 
chosen message to your audience. Throughout this presentation you will be able to communicate with 
directly with Steve and Nicole, so get your questions ready. This webinar is for paid members only.  To 
register click on the link below. 
h'ps://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2cAsyI0bT2ipPL6OGUG7iQ	
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Robert Rommel 
Robert is an award-winning fine art nature photographer based out of 
the South Carolina Lowcountry. He has been a lover of wildlife and 
nature since his childhood days and enjoys sharing this passion with 
photographers of all levels. Robert has been proud to teach 
photography to students ranging from the novice to the professional 
level for nearly 10 years. Robert’s artwork shows in juried art festivals 
throughout the southeast and can be found in collections on four 
continents. Robert operates Robert Rommel – Gallery of Nature, a 
full-time gallery showcasing prints of his work in Bluffton, South 
Carolina.  You can see more examples of his work in person at the 
gallery or online at Robert Rommel Photography. 
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Nature Photography is a wonderful field but it can also be challenging and at times 
frustrating. In this world of the internet and social media, we are bombarded with inspiring 
images and a wealth of information. It can be hard to make the jump from reading this 
information to making breathtaking images of your own. The road to beautiful nature images is 
not one that can be traveled in a few days, but I aim to give you two things: a marked 
improvement in your understanding of photography and the tools to help yourself continue to 
improve after the workshop is over. The emphasis is not on taking fantastic pictures during the 
workshop, but rather on learning and challenging yourself to improve.

Learning environment. While the content of online educational materials may be accurate, 
the emphasis usually is not. They tend to of emphasize technical details, camera settings, 
processing wizardry, unique techniques, or cursory rules for lighting and composition. This tends 
to be complicated and more importantly limiting. I don’t cover rules because frankly there are 
none. Instead I focus on processes that you can fully understand and consequently apply to the 
always-changing circumstances you run into in the field. In a two-day workshop, I can’t cover 
everything. I keep things at a pace that will challenge you but at the same time give you have a 
deep understanding of the topics. This means that we will typically cover 3 major topics during 
the workshop. The field sessions and educational presentations will focus on these major topics. 
Naturally there is plenty of time in both environments for questions about any topic related to 
nature photography.

Potential Subjects. Nature is a bit unpredictable as to what light, weather, and wildlife we will 
encounter. These are the subjects that are most likely, but we will adapt to current circumstances 
to place you in front of the best subjects. Wildlife - Wading Birds, Birds of Prey, Shorebirds, 
Waterfowl, Butterflies, Alligators, Lizards, Crabs.
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Wildlife Workshop Tentative 
Schedule 
Pre Workshop 

Participants submit a 20 image portfolio so 
Robert can determine where you photography is 
at. 

Day Zero 

Brief greeting 

Equipment/Logistics/Safety 

Preparation for first topic on field shoot 

Day One 

Morning Field Shoot 

Topic #1 

Lunch 

Portfolio Discusion #1 

Topic #2 

Evening Field Shoot 

Day Two 

Morning  Field Shoot 

Portfolio Discussion #2 

Lunch 

Post Processing discussion (?) 

Evening Field shoot 

We will adapt to the current field situations 
so this schedule represents a rough guide 
but changes may be made. Light is the 
biggest determining factor of the schedule, 
so you can expect full days with a packed 
schedule. Field shoots typically start before 
first light and end after there is no light in 
the sky. 

I encourage participants to contact me with 
any further questions. The learning doesn’t 
end with the workshop! 

Possible Topics 

We will typically cover 3 topics in depth 
and may briefly discuss another. Topics are 
chosen after examining portfolios and 
seeing what will help participants the most. 
These are some common topics, but others 
are possible. 

Composition - it’s not the rule of thirds, it’s 
balancing elements, creating movement and 
depth, and sharing your vision 

Depth of field - it’s not F/Stop, it’s 
positioning and a creative tool 

Lighting - complimenting your message 
and how to effectively work with all 
weather conditions 

Wildlife in Action/Flight - when to 
photograph it, how to take the photo, and 
how to improve your success rate 

Wildlife: How to Get Close - positioning is 
the key to success Artistry - how to see and 
capture creative expression 

Sharpness - the foolproof way to get all of 
your images sharp, every time Processing - 
it’s not experimental, it’s being true to your 
vision at the click 
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Spotlight - Member in Profile - Tom Valentino 

I was born in Patchogue, New York, served in the Army, moved to Florida, 
graduated from U of F in Industrial Engineering, moved to Savannah where I lived for 35 years and 
retired from Union Camp Paper.  I built my dream home in Battery Point in 1996 and now work part time 
as a Beaufort Tour Guide.  I love to stay in state Parks when I travel.  I kayak and or ride my bike almost 
every day.  I did two important things on arrival in Beaufort.  First, I took the Senior Leadership Course 
offered by Clemson Extension. Next, I took the Master Naturalist Class offered by the Spring Island 
Institute.  I strongly recommend both to all newcomers.Starting with a Brownie camera as a child, I have 
always loved photography. I love to capture and memorialize our natural environment, especially birds. 
The only training I have had was in-club workshops, meetings and internet programs.Have a D 90 Nikon 
using a 70-300 zoom lens most of the time.  I carry my Nikon P 900 83X zoom everywhere I go.   My 
first club blue ribbon was a picture of birds in the foamy ocean surf near Marineland, Florida which gave 
me confidence to continue. I do not have a website and only share on Facebook. I have been a member of 
our club for 6 or 7 years. 

Field Trips 

Hunting Island  
The trip is scheduled for the late afternoon and evening of October 1, 2020.  The intention is to capture 
the sunset which will occur around 7:08 PM and the full moon rising at about 7:26 PM.  Late afternoon 
and early evening provide great light for photography and you may want to take advantage of this to 
photograph around the island.  Note that the sun will be setting behind us to the west and not in view so 
the focus will be on the sky and ambient light. The moon will seem to rise out of the ocean in the east.  
The tide that day will be coming in and high tide will be at 8:34 PM.  If the weather makes the shoot 
impossible the alternate date will be Oct. 2nd. 
More details including our meeting time and place will be posted in The Flash in the near future. 
If you are inexperienced in shooting sunsets take a look at the link below or search the web for You Tube 
for helpful information.  
https://photography-playground.com/sunset-photography 
For the basics on shooting the moon see the website below: 
https://fixthephoto.com/how-to-photograph-the-moon.html 

PHOTO CLUB FIELD TRIP - ST. PHILLIPS ISLAND
No refunds after October 16, unless there is a waiting list. PCoB and CIPC are making our first field trip 
to St. Phillips Island. The island, formerly owned by Ted Turner, was acquired by the State of SC in 2017 
and added to the state park system. It is an unspoiled place, where we can expect to see and photograph 
birds, fox squirrels, shells, snakes, and of course the beach.
We will travel 45 minutes on a ferry, enjoying a naturalist-led ecotour along the Story River. The tour is 
operated by Coastal Expeditions. The ferry will leave from the Nature Center at Hunting Island State Park 
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promptly at 9 am and return at 2 pm. Facilities on island: porta-potty, tram, and picnic tables. Bring your 
lunch and we will enjoy eating together while socially distancing of course. 
At this writing, the ferry will have a maximum of 18 passengers (50% capacity). We have reserved 12 of 
the 18 spots.  Masks must be worn on the ferry. Your reservation will be accepted as soon as your 
check, payable to Coastal Expeditions, for $47.25 ($45 + $2.25 processing fee) is received. First 
come, first served. Send your check to Joan Eckhardt, 10 Osprey Circle, Okatie, SC 29909 to 
reserve your spot.  More details will be sent out as we come closer to the date. For now, all we need is 
your expression of interest, in the form of a reservation check. Please email Joan (joaneckhardt@me.com) 
and let her know you wish to join this field trip.
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 8:30 am – 2 pm  

Other Club News 
Themes for 2020-2021 Gosforth, Annual Exhibit and Critiques 
We wanted to give everyone notice of the themes for our upcoming year. It is that time to get 
everyone out shooting again, or at least thinking about it! Critiques are scheduled for November 2020 
and March 2021 (tentative). The November theme is “Wet”, and the March theme will be “Graceful”. 
Photos eligible for these critiques can be taken anytime following this June 1st announcement and the 
submission dates will be announced nearer the time. Watch the newsletter and The Flash for 
additional details. We are currently also planning two competitions, which as usual will have an open 
theme. Additional details will be announced at a later date. This year’s Annual Exhibit and Gosforth 
competition will have the same theme “Reflections”. Photos must be taken after June 1, 2020 and 
anytime up to the submission date (TBD). Further instructions and submission dates will be provided 
later this year. We will also participate in the PSA open, nature and travel competitions for three 
rounds beginning in November 2020. Although Bi-Club had to be canceled this year we plan to have 
the competition in May 2021. 

For Sale: Precut Mats for Sale! 
PCoB has a limited number of precut mats for sale. The mats have an outer dimension of 16”x 20” 
with an 11” X 14” window for you image. They are available in either white or black. The price is 
$5.00 for the mat and $1.00 for the backing board. If you are interested in purchasing one of these 
mats, please contact Al Heacox, aeheacox@yahoo.com

The Beauty of Beaufort: For those of you interested, this book is still available to purchase.

Text by Ryan Copeland. Photos taken by members of the Photography Club of Beaufort. 
With over 300 photographs that explore one of America's oldest and most historic towns 
surrounded by the captivating natural beauty of the South Carolina Lowcountry
Published by award winning Lydia Inglett Ltd. Publishing/Starbooks

By ordering copies of the Beauty of Beaufort ($34.95) through the link below 25% of the 
sales will go directly to PCoB. ALL of the earned proceeds will be used to support PCoB 
activities.
https://www.starbooks.biz/pages/photography-club-of-beaufort-fundraiser
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